
Visual timetables 

Many children with additional needs benefit from having a visual timetable. We use a symwriter 

(https://widgitonline.com/). These can be helpful in providing a visual explanation for the child to 

know what to expect and the order of activities & importantly, that they will go home at the end of 

the session. It can also be used to prepare a child to move onto the next activity or to choose an 

activity.  

With a new child or a child who is not settled, it may be a good idea to make a more detailed 

timetable that is tailored to reflect the interests or concerns/difficulties of a child eg. If a child likes a 

particular toy or activity, this can be highlighted at the start; or if they are keen on the lift, this is 

indicated at the end of the session before they go home if this is appropriate; or don’t like leaving at 

the end of the session, an activity is highlighted that they will be able to do when they get home; or 

if they like to chill in the light room/use the swing etc, this is identified on the timetable so it is a 

choice that they know they can make. When children are settled, but find a visual timetable helpful, 

these can be more generic.  

We also have key rings with laminated pecs symbols for different activities. These can be carried 

around by helpers, and used to prepare children to move onto the next activity or to allow a non-

verbal child to choose an activity (& in some cases, identify that they need to use the toilet)     

The symwriter symbols are subject to copyright, and so cannot be reproduced here (though a single 

timetable and 2 symbols are included below as an example), but you could put together some simple 

symbols & many are available to download on-line. There are also other similar products available.  

A few are listed here:   

  

http://www.pecs-unitedkingdom.com/ 

www.do2learn.com 

http://uk.mayer-johnson.com 

Some libraries have bought the boardmaker software & you can print symbols at the library 

(Leeds libraries do this) 
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